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at Dzapzns H May I, , 1766. 
At a Special GENERAL COURT. 


„ 

HAT che Thanks of this Court be 

returned to the Reverend Dr. NE w- 
TON ' Ocrs, for his excellent Sermon prea- 
ched before them this Day; and that he be 

"= deſired to 2 the ſame to be — and 

| # | publiſhed. | 


| G4 1 * 
x „„ By Order of d. the . 
| A WixrERBOT TOM Sec. 


de Jon VIII. 10, 11. 


=== Woman, where are thoſe thine 
 Accuſers ? Hath no Man condem- 
ned thee? She ſaid no Man, Lord: 
And Feſus ſaid unto ber, neither 
do I condemn thee; go and fi fin 2 2 


more. 


T is not peculiar to the charitable Inſti- 

tution, in Behalf of which I am to ſoli- 
cit your Favor, to be miſtaken or miſre- 
preſented in the World: The Paſſage of 
Sacred Hiſtory, to which my Text relates, 
has experienced the ſame Fate: Offence has 
been taken at the Words of our Lord, as 
ſeeming rather to encourage a Vice which 
juſtly deſerves our ſevereſt Cenſure; and, 
under this View, ſome Critics have been 
employed in collecting Arguments againſt 
the genuineneſs of the Story, ſuppoſing it 
to be no Part of the original Goſpel, but 
to have been inſerted afterwards from oral 
B Tradi- 


* 

Tradition. The chief Argument on 
which their Objections reſt, would equally 
tend to diſprove ſome other Parts of Holy 
Scripture; ſince nothing is more common 
than for one Manuſcript to contain Parts 
which another omits; a very natural Con- 
ſequence of the Method in which Books 
were then multiplied : For as to the inter- 
nal . Marks of Genuineneſs, which this 
Story carries with it, nothing ſtronger can 
be required. It is not only extremely na- 
tural in every Circumſtance, but may like- 
wiſe be known by the pointed, conciſe, and 
forcible Manner which every where diſtin- 
guiſhes the Replies of our Lord: It is per- 
fectly agreeable to his mild and forbearing 


Nimirum hiſtoriam hanc quod, ut videtur, expedire non 
putarent ut coram populo legeretur, obelo jam olim jugula- 
rant, in libris præſertim publicis. QCopemy autem eõque 
ipſo ceu ſuſpectam præteriiſſe mox librarios, id verd extra du- 
bium eſſe arbitror. Unde nec mirum ſi defuerit in Codd. 
aliq. etiam ante tempora Hieronymi, ac in commentariis 
Græcorum. Utcunque ſe res habet, non prætermiſſam fuiſſe 
certè quod Joannem Auctorem non habuerit, vel ex hinc con- 
ſtat, quod jam inde ab ipſo Joannis ſeculo pro canonica lege- 
retur, Retinent Steph. omn. plerique & Codd, eorum qui in 
manus noſtras inciderunt, exceptis ſupra memoratis. 

Mirrius in locum. 


Spirit; 


1 
Spirit; nor is it leſs of a, Piece with the 
well-known inſidious Character of the Jew- 
iſh Teachers, who on other Occaſions, as 
in the Affair of Tribute-Money, and in the 
Queſtion concerning John the Baptiſt, en- 
deavour to ſurprize him with artful Queſ- 
tions. 


As to the Encouragement to Sin, which 
ſome pretend to diſcover in our Saviour's 
Reply, that will vaniſh when the Story | is 
80 in its true Light. 


The "To of f Moſes, the Severity of which 
our Lord came to mitigate, had directed 
that Perſons caught in the Crime of Adul- 
tery ſhould be puniſhed with Death. But 
had our Lord, when appealed to in this 
Caſe, declared for the Execution of this 
Sentence, he might have incurred the Diſ- 
pleaſure of the Romans, who wiſely re- 
ſtrained the Civil Power of the Jews wher- 
ever it interfered with the Spirit of their 
own Laws. Had he given a milder Deter- 
mination, he might have expoſed himfelf 
to the Reſentment of his own Countrymen 
: 02 for 
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for lighting the Authority of their Ar- 
© giver ; he therefore prudentiy declines tak- 
ing upon himſelf the Deciſion of the Queſ- 


tion; but, when further preſſed by theſe 


deſigning Men, takes this Occaſion to ex- 
poſe and confound their Malice, by only 
: reminding them of the faulty Condition of 
Humanity, which, ſo far from having a 
Right to ſcrutinize the F ailings of others, 
has nothing to do but to look at Home for 
Motives of Compaſſion. « He that is 
without Sin among you let him firſt caſt a 
Stone at her.” The Word Sin need not 
here be confined to the Crime of Adultery: 
The Conſciouſneſs of any other Breach of 
Duty would be ſufficient to rebuke a Mind 
not loſt to all Senſe of Shame. Nor was it 
likely that, in ſuch a mixt Com pany, every 
Man's Conſcience ſhould labour exactly une 
der the ſame. Kind of Condemnation. 

| Our Lord having got rid of theſe Spies on 
his Conduct, proceeds to give us his real 
Sentiments on this Occaſion. Woman, 
ſays he, where are thine Accuſers? ” Inti- 
mating, that a Puniſhment ſo extremely ſe- 


| vere ſhould. not be inflicted but upon t the ful- 
leſt 


L511 
bu Evidence, wad after legal Condemnati- 7 
n. — On being told that none appeared, x 
3 neither do I condemn thee”, ſays he; i. e. 
e it is not my Buſineſs to inforce this rigo- 
rous Sentence; I am therefore left at Liber- 
ty to ſhew my Approbation of the merciful _ 
Side, and to leave this Direction for the fu- 
ture Treatment of Perſons in thy Circum- 
ſtances, that they be not ſuffered to periſh in 
a State of Deſpair, but be admoniſhed, be 
encouraged, be aſſiſted to fin no more. 


7 I have been longer in defending and ex- 
plaining this Paſſage in the Life of our 
Lord, becauſe it naturally leads our 
1 houghts to the Motives which influenced 
bis Conduct, and in ſo doing opens the very 
; beſt Way of conſidering the Subject before 
us, and of applying his Example and Autho- 
rity, ſo far as Difference of Age and Cir- 
cumſtances allow, in Support of this 1 new 
but wall. projected Charity. 


| d It 1s obvious that our ard here diſapproves the Severity of 
"the Moſaic Law, in the Place of which he came to ſubſtitute 
that of Mercy and Truth: But it is no leſs obvious, that his 

Cenſure of this Sin is implied i in the Words sid NO MORE. 


The 


163 


The firſt Reſlection which preſents itſelf 
tous, is the Motive towards Forbearance 
with others, which is here drawn from the 
Conſciouſneſs of infirmity in ourſelyes, 
Nature itſelf ſeems to dictate that we ſhould 
have Compaſhon on the Ignorant, and 
on thoſe that are out of the Way,” for this 
very Reaſon, becauſe “ we alſo are com- 
paſſed about with Infirmity.” Thus even 
our Failings may not be wholly without 
their Uſe, when they enable us to conceive 


the true Condition of others, and diſpoſe us 


to that charitable Allowance, of which We 
all ſtand in mutual need. Yet, powerful as 
this Motive may ſeem, we find too little Uſe 
made of it: Pride turns us away from be- 
Holding our own Faults, directing our At- 
tention to thoſe of other Men, whoſe Frail- 
ties appear to ſet-off our Virtues, and thus 
help to put us in better Humour with our- 
ſelves. Hence that Want of Forbearance 
ſo obſervable in ſome Men, and yet ſo unbe- 
coming the Condition of Man: Hence it 
follows, that Similagzity of Condition too of- 
ten produces the reverſe of what it ought to 
ES | do, 
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| do, making us envious Ne hard-hearted. 
But how very different from this, how ſu- 
perior, and enlarged is that Forbearance 
which is diſcoverable in the Behaviour and 
Character of our Lord? How intimately is 
he touched with the Feeling of our Infirmi- 
ties? What Allowance does he make for the 


_ Weakneſs, the Prejudices, the Imperfecti- 


ons, which cleave to human Nature: We 
- conceive immediate Offence at the bad Ac- 
tion on its firſt preſenting itſelf; his all-ſee- 
ing Eye takes in a more enlarged Compaſs, 
ſeeseveryminute Circumſtanceof Alleviation, 


every diſtant Cauſe in its Embryo, which, 
too regularly perhaps, anfolded itſelf into 


the Enormity which followed. And though 
he no where declares Sin to be venial merely 
on Account of human Frailty, yet has he 
ſtrongly ſuggeſted to us, that wrong Beha- 
viour is not the Reſult of Malice and Depra- 
vity alone. How does he himſelf find an 


Apology for the Frailties and Prejudices of 
his own Diſciples? With what Pity does he 


behold the Folly and Impetuoſity of the 
madding Multitude? And, when led out to 
ſuffer Death, it is on the ſame ſuperior Prin- 

ciple 
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ciple that he intercedes for r his Enemies. 


6 Father forgive them, for they know not 
what they do: They have been inſenſibly 
led by a Progreſſion of Cauſes to this laſt 
Exceſs of Phrenſy. In ſhort, he no where 
expreſſes himſelf with Aſperity, but at the 
odious Hypocriſy, the pretended Virtue of 
the folemn Phariſce. — Such Men exclude 


| themſelves from Mercy by diſclaiming their 
Need of it. 


\ 


When we ſec then this To ANN . 


| before our Lord, we muſt allow his Beha- 


viour to be nothing more than what i is agree- 


able to his Character on other Occaſions. 
He came not to take Advantage of our In- 


firmities, but to reſcue us from them: He 


came not to break the bruiſed Reed, but 


to bind up that which was broken, and to 
ſtrengthen that which was ſick. He wil- 
leth not that any ſhould periſh, but that all 
ſhould have everlaſting Life.” 


But though the Mercy and eee 
of our Lord be on every Occaſion juſt and 
' well-placed, yet may we obſerve a Mercy 


more bordering on Tenderneſs and Pity in 
, thoſe 


5 1 


told Caſes lere female Diſtreſs «ith upon 
im. How immediately is he affected at 
ſeeinig the Widow, whoſe only Son was car- 
ried dead out of the City ? When be ſaw 
her he had Compaſſion on her, and ſaid 
unto her weep not.” — And though Partia- 
lity to his own Friends was not what in 
any Degree diſtinguiſhed his Character, to 
| whom every good Diſciple was as his 
&« Brother, and his Siſter, and his Mother ;” 
yet is there a Mark of tender Concern for 
the Diſtreſſes to which a helpleſs Woman is 
expoſed, which is viſible in the ſhort but 
expreſſive Notice he takes of his own Mo- 
ther, as he was led to Crucifixion. “ When 
Jeſus therefore faw his Mother, and the Diſ- 
ciple ſtanding by whom he loved, he faith 
unto her, Woman, behold thy Son : Then 
faith he to the Diſciple behold thy Mother.” 
As if he had ſaid, protect her from the 
Ignominy to which on my Account ſhe may 
be expoſed, from the Malice of a cenſorious 
World, with which a Woman can but ill 


coritend; ſupply my — be unto her a 
| Son,” 


0 Theſe 
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4: 161 
Theſe indeed are Inſtances of Compaſtion 
for female Diſtreſs merely as ſuch; yet we 


do not find that his Pity was witheld from 
thoſe whoſe Crimes might have raiſed his 


Indignation. Mary Magdalen, whoſe De- 


fence he ſo warmly takes up againſt the rude 
Cenſure of his Diſciples, had been a Sinner 


to whom much had been forgiven. The 


Offender, whoſe Hiſtory is the Subject of 
theſe Reflections, was confeſſedly ſuch. In- 
deed the inferior Condition of Women in 


this World, the peculiar Inconveniences to 


which they are often expoſed, make this 
Demand on a generous Mind, juſtly leſſen 
our Indignation, and give a ſofter Colouring 


to our Pity. A greater Delicacy of Frame, 


a greater Senſibility ſeems to be the Cha- 


racteriſtic of the Sex; and is perhaps the 


only Source of that Inferiority in which 


Men ſo unjuſtly triumph: As every Thing 
is beautiful in its Order, ſo is likewiſe this 


Conſtitution intended by Providence to fit 
them for the Place they hold, and to be the 
Cauſe of that Happineſs in the Creation, 
which another Kind of Conſtitution would 
not ſo well have produced. But in this cor- 

rupt 


= It 3 

rupt World Things are out of Order! That 
very Conſtitution, which the Author of Na- 
ture intended for good, too often expoſes 
them to an unequal Conteſt, and inſtead of 
being for their Welfare becomes unto 
them an Occaſion of Falling.“ For as the 
Intercourſe of Mankind increaſes, ſo do the 
Cauſes of Temptation. Luxury and Lei- 
ſure multiply the Number of Seducers, Li- 
centiouſneſs introduces Opportunity, and 
vaſt Difference of Fortune often makes the 
Tempter too ſtrong for the tempted. 


When we confine our View to the lower 
Ranks of Life, theſe Dangers become grea- 
ter and more inevitable: How many of this 
Sort fall almoſt a neceffary Prey to the Indi- 
gence of their Condition, or to that want of 
good Principles, which the early Loſs of 
Parents, or the unavoidable Connection 
with bad People, too regularly produce? 
Some prove unable to contend with ſuperior 
Art and Abilities exerted in their Ruin; 
others fall a Prey to Baits laid for their Vani- 
ty; a Vice which, at this Seaſon of Life, 
calls at leaſt for ſome Allowance. Even 

© Ignorance, 


1a 


Ignorance, Timidity, and, hat is terrible 
to ſay! Childhood itſelf may be urged in 
Extenuation of the Guilt e of ſome. Where 
ſhall we in ſuch Caſes fix the greater Blame? 
On the Seducer, or the ſeduced? Yet one 
by cruel Cuſtom has been condemned to 
eternal infamy, has even been ſuppoſed i in- 
capable of Reformation, whilſt the other 
1s permitted to glory i in his Shame, or at 
leaſt to eſcape with Impunity. Even ſo 
long ago as in the Time of our Lord, one 
of the Parties ſeems to have eſcaped without 
Notice, while the other was led out to pub. 
lic Shame and Puniſhment. | 


Houſes of Charity have been opened for 
every Malady incident to Man. The Aged, 
the Maimed, the Sick, the Foundling, the 
. Woman Labouring of Child, even thoſe pol- 
luted by 1 the foul Effects of their own Vices, 
have juſtly been admitted to a Share of our 
Bounty : Theſe unfortunate Perſons alone 
were precluded all Means of Return. Sober 
Virtue had been accuſtomed to hold them 
in Abhorrence, and Vice, afraid to avow 
their Cauſe, basel aſſumed a Merit i in join- 


ing 
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ing the Cry againſt them. Thus ſhut out 
on every Side, no Reſource-was left them, 
but that of Deſpair ; no Support, but from 
| purſuing their miſerable Trade, and plun- 
| ging {till deeper and deeper in Wickedneſs. 
The raſh, the cruel Sentence was gone forth, 
that it once bad, they muſt for ever remain 
ſo; a Concluſion as inconſiſtent with the 
Spirit. of Humanity as it is with that of Re- 
ligion! A Concluſion calculated only to en- 
courage the Evil which it too haſtily pre- 
ſumes — If Returns from Sin be impoſſi- 
ble, what ſhall we make of that Declaration 
of our Saviour, That he came not to call 
the Righteous but Sinners to Repentance ?” 
What ſhall we make of the profeſſed Deſign 
of the Goſpel itſelf, which though of old 
cenſured for this Invitation to Sinners, yet 
may juſtly glory in what was made a Cauſe 
of Offence; ſince no other Scheme could 
have ſuited the frail Nature of Man; none 


could ſo well have diſplayed the Mercy and 
Goodneſs of God ? 


Nature itſelf tallies with this Doctrine of 
Repentance, and ſeems to intend; that as we 
7 advance 


33 
advance in Years we ſhould advance in Self. 
recollection, and ſpiritual Improvement: 
Every Thing points this way : Our Expe- 
rience of the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, our Dif- 
appointments, and increaſing Infirmities, 
are as viſibly intended to induce a ſerious 
Turn of Mind, as Autumn itſelf is to pre- 
pare the Way for Winter: And the ſinful 
i TY Courſe, in which theſe unfortunate Wo- 
= men have been engaged, ſeems even to lead 
"| to a more early Repentance: The very Na- 
ture of their Crime tends ſooner to extin- 

guiſh the Practice of it; and, from the 
many Evils which are the Conſequence of 
their Sins, may have a natural Effect in diſ- 
poſing them to a Change of Mind, to a real 
Sorrow for Sin. 
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Suffer then at leaſt the Miſeries of human 
Life to produce their natural Effect, and if 
\ theſe unhappy Women through their Miſ- 
= fortune, or even through their own Blame, 
have been early led into the Paths of Vice, 
yet exclude them not now from the Poſſibi- 
. 8 lity of returning into the right Way, and 


n up what has been loſt, before the 
Day 


1 16 1 
Day of Life be too far ſpent, before Diſeaſe 
and Want anticipate the Effects of old Age, 
and bring them to an untimely End. Some 
thete may be in this Tribe of Sinners, in 
whom original good impreſſions are not yet 
entirely loſt; ſome there may be, who laden 
with Sin and Miſery, ſeek only to lay down 
their Burdens, and be at reſt; a Privilege 
which, till theſe Gates were thrown open, 
ſeems to have been denied to many of them. 
It is for the Relief of ſuch, that we are 
united in this charitable Undertaking ; it is 
for ſuch that we now ſolicit your Aſſiſtance; . 
and amidſt the Variety of thoſe who, in this 
vaſt Metropolis, purſue the Trade of Sin, 
many ſuch, we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, 
many ſuch, we are well aſſured, are to be 
found. And let not the Libertine deride 
the attempt, or unfairly repreſent it as a ro- 
mantic Scheme wholly to cxtirpate Vice: 
Such an Effect, how much ſoever to be 
wiſhed, is far beyond all human Strength, 
and therefore much exceeds the diſcreet and 
modeſt Views of this Inſtitution. It is but 
a partial Degree of Good, a Degree far ſhort 
of what Speculation promiſes, which the 
8 Imper- 
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| TinperfeRion' and Perverſity of human Af. 

faits' allow us to prodate even in our beſt, 
and moſt approved Plans of Charity. It is 
poſſiblecthat Hypocriſy may here too inſinu- 


ate itſelf: Inveterate' Habits may here too 
break out afreſſl: Cures may here too prove 
imperfect: But Failures, we truſt, are not 


more common in this Charity, than in thoſe 


which undertake the Cure of other Mala- 
dies: And from the various wiſe Proviſi- 
ons, which from Time to Time are made, 


and which the Governors of this Charity are 


ſtill willing to extend, as Experience ſhall 


give them Inſight, our Liſt of Incurables 
will not, we hope, be found to diſgrace the 


Inſtitution: That Incurables have been diſ- 
miſſed, is an infallible Proof, that Pains are 


here taken to cure. af 


Let us not e chen his: deterred from doing 
Good becauſe we cannot do all-the Good 
we wiſh : To repel effectually the Torrent 
of Vice in a rich and luxurious Age, would 
be as vain an Attempt as that of bridling the 
Oecar itſelr: But though we cannot ſtill the 
raging we" the WY by degrees we bank 
it out, 
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it out, and gain upon it; and prevent, at 
leaſt, ſuch Overflowings as might end in 
general Ruin. Attempts of this Kind are 
now become neceſſary, and ſhould be made 
to accompany our Increaſe of Empire, 
Wealth, and Luxury; to counteract, if 
poſſible, the bad Effects, the Allurements 
to Vice, the actual Crimes which theſe en- 
courage and introduce. Where Induſtry 
and Simplicity of Manners prevail, the De- 
mand for theſe public Remedies is not fo 
great; The Virtues and Vices of Mankind 
are there confined to a narrower Plan: It is 
in rich and poliſhed States that Vice and 
Miſery are found in their greateſt Extremes : 
It is in theſe that we are therefore called 
upon for greater Exertions of public Spirit. 
Many Advantages, indeed, attend the In- 
creaſe of Wealth and Power ; but there is 
a melancholy Alloy in theſe Advantages, a 
Maximum of Good in the Affairs of Men. 
Great Wealth produces great Inequality, 
great Inequalities great Luxury; theſe open 
new Veins of Vice, and tend unavoidably 
to corrupt thoſe whoſe Condition leſs allows 
of e Who, if, with a Taſte for 
D Pleaſure, 
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Pleaſure, they have once acquired an Aver- 
fion from Labor, are either tempted to re- 
cur to unlawful Means to gratify their 
Wants, or muſt patiently ſubmit to that 
Miſery which is the Conſequence of their 
Irregularities. Hence in the Midft of 
Plenty and Proſperity no Sight is more com- 


mon than that of partial Miſery, and partial 


Want: Hence of courſe enſues an Indiffe- 
rence to the married. State, Looſeneſs of 
Morals, Incontinency, Debauchery. Can 


we alter this Situation of Things, or reduce 


the Manners of a great and opulent People 
to a State of Simplicity? That, we fear, is 
impoſſible. The Patient, who has injured 


his Conſtitution by high-living, admits not 


of being ſent back to the Milk of Babes: 
Nor will a full- -grown luxuriant Nation en- 


dure ſuch Regulations as in an infant and fee- 


ble State would produce good Effects: Cor- 


rectives and Palliatives are all that we can 


here apply; ſuch Remedies as may prevent 
the Increaſe, though they do not wholly 
remove the Cauſe, of Evil. Such is the 


_ Charitable Foundation in Support of which 


we are now afemvled ; which if it take but 
* the 
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off the Overflowings of Vice; if it fave but 
one Soul in ten from Death, our Labour is 
not hoff, neither ſhall v we e loſe our Reward. 

We et obe then in this Place to re- 
form the Manners of the Age, or to repreſs 
that Oſtentation, and Self-indulgence which 
are the almoſt neceſſary Attendants on nati- 
onal Grandeur. We pretend not to abridge 
the pleaſures of the Great, or to leſſen that 
Number of Domeſticks who are, moſt of 
them, detained in a State too favourable to 
Vice: But we intreat you to conſider, that 
if your Enjoyment of theſe Pleaſures, theſe 
| Conveniences, has a certain, though diſtant, 
effect, in multiplying Temptations to Sin, 
in promoting Celibacy, in corrupting Man- 
ners, we intreat you, I ſay, to conſider the 
inereaſing Obligation you incur, of compen- 
ſating in ſome Sort the Evil which Cuſtom 
obliges you to create, 


Some tacit Conviction of this Kind ſeems 
to prevail in the World, and to be at the 
Bottom of thoſe many Charities which diſ- 
os ray the preſent Age. God has fo mer- 

D " cifully 
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cifully ordered Things, that Evil in ſome 
Meaſure tends to defeat itſelf, and in its 
Turn gives Riſe to Good. For unleſs Evil 
increaſing on one Hand be on the other bal- 
lanced by a Proportion of Good, Vice and 
Milery, i it is plain, muſt be continually gain- 
ing Ground. That this deſirable End is in 

one ſhape, anſwered by the MacDALEN 
Charity, even thoſe, who rate its Advan- 
tages at the loweſt, muſt be forced to allow. 
It reſcues, from preſent Miſery at leaſt, ſome 
of the moſt forlorn and wretched of the 
human Species; many of whom have been 
brought into this ſad Condition more by 
cheir Misfortune than by their Fault. From 
a Life (if ſuch a State can be called Life) 
of Vice, Deſpair, and Idleneſs, it reſtores 
them to a ſober Courſe of moderate Labor; 
which, ſhould it have no other Effect than 
what we allow to the mere Force of Habit, 
muſt, even on this Footing, tend by De- 
grees to reform and better their Diſpoſiti- 
ons. Above all it leaves them Room for 
Reflection, which in their former Way of 
Life had been totally ſuppreſſed; and which, 


1 Tim, v. 6. 
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by the Grace of God, may here be 8 
to that Concern for their eternal Welfare, 
of which it would be cruel to ſuppoſe theſe 
to be the only Sinners incapable, That the 
Governors, of this Charity frequently find 
their Cares thus rewarded, might eaſily be 5 
ſhewa, but that Delicacy forbids them to 
make bilo the Hiſtory of private. Perſons, 0 
and thus deprives them of that moſt convin- | 
cing Method of Vindication, which ariſes 
from Appeals to Matter of Fact. Diffi- 
culties undoubtedly there are, in the Exe- 
cution of this charitable Deſign, which, to 
many of its Friends may, at preſent, ſeem 
to abate of its uſefulneſs: And which, in 
ſuch Attempts as theſe, nothing but long 
Experience can effectually teach us to avoid. 
Vet even theſe Difficulties, have been hi- 
therto got over beyond Expectation; and 
the increaſing Attention of the Public to 
this Charity, gives Room to hope, that in 
Time they may be wholly removed; and 
the practicability of the Scheme be as little 


controverted as the Neceſſity, of ſome ſuch 
Scheme, at preſent is is. 
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| 11 us not loſe Sight of that Con lideration, 


which, in the prelent” Cate, weighs more 
than all: The Impoffi ibility of otherwiſe re- 
ſtoring, to the Favour of God and Man, 


theſe our loſt and unfortunate Fellow " "ag 


/ tures. Mere Admonition and Exhortation 
reach not, we too well Know, che Caſe of 
| abandoned Vice. Thoſe whom Satan has 
long bound in Chains of Sin, require un- 
common Force to ſet them free. The 
Words of our Lord might ſink deep, and 
produce a real Change of Mind in this poor 
| Woman, who, the Goſp el informs us, was 
brought before him; but ik, in the preſent 


State of the World, we would effectually 


imitate our Lord's Example! in 'reforming 
ſuch Perſons, we muſt firſt remove thoſe 
Obſtacles of Want, Falſe. Shame, and evil 
Habits, which ſtand in the Way of their 
Amendment. We muſt not only exhort, 
but we muſt encourage them, we muſt teach 
them, we muſt enable them. 15 To. SIN N 
MORE”. Ea | 
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